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9-12 All State Vocabulary List 2019-2020 

9-12 All-State Music Vocabulary List 2019-2020 

Words in bold and with (*) indicates new terms added to list from previous years. 

 

1. A tempo- return to the original tempo after some deviation 

2. *Accelerando – becoming gradually faster 

3. Allargando- slowing of tempo, usually with increasing volume; most frequently 

occurs toward the end of a piece 

4. Allegro con spirito- fast tempo with spirit 

5. *Anacrusis – upbeat or pickup 

6. Andante- rather slow, at a moderate walking speed 

7. Arpeggio- the notes of the chord played in succession to one another, rather than 

simultaneously; a broken chord 

8. Bel canto- “beautiful singing”; an Italian Opera term 

9. Binary form- AB- form of a composition that has two distinct sections 

10. Cantabile- in a singing style; singable 

11. Chromatic- motion by half steps; also describes harmony or melody that employs 

some of the sequential 12 pitches (semi-tones) in an octave 

12. D. C. or Da Capo- repeat from the beginning of the composition 

13. *Descant – a high obligato part above the melody  

14. Divisi- performers singing the same part are divided to sing different parts. 

15. Dolce- sweetly, usually also softly 

16. Espressivo- to play or sing with expression 

17. Falsetto- type of vocal phonation that enables the singer to sing notes beyond the 

normal vocal range. 

18. Fermata- a pause or hold 

19. *Form – the organization and structure of a composition  

20. *Grandioso – grand, majestic  

21. *Improvisation – music that is created spontaneously  

22. Interval- the relationship between two pitches, the distance between an upper and a 

lower pitch 

23. Largo- very slow and broad 

24. *Ledger lines – short horizontal lines used to extend a staff either higher or lower 

25. Legato- to play or sing in a smooth, connected manner 

26. *L’istesso – the beat remains constant when the meter changes  

27. Meno mosso- less motion 

28. Meter- indicated by a time signature, can be simple or compound 
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29. Mezzo forte- medium loud 

30. *Modulation – to change key within a composition  

31. Motif- a short musical idea or melodic theme, usually shorter than a musical 

phrase 

32. Niente- dying away to nothing 

33. Opera- a major vocal work that involves theatrical elements 

34. Oratorio- large scale musical composition on a sacred subject. 

35. *Part song – an unaccompanied homophonic choral composition for three or more 

voices  

36. Poco piu mosso- a little more motion 

37. Presto- very fast; faster than allegro 

38. Rallentando- gradually slowing down 

39. Rubato- Making the established pulse flexible by accelerating and slowing down the 

tempo; an expressive device 

40. Senza- without 

41. Sforzando- strongly accented; forced 

42. Solfege- a system used for teaching sight-singing (Do-Re-Mi) 

43. Sotto voce- Softly; with subdued sound; performed in an undertone 

44. Strophic- describes a song where the stanzas are all sung to the same music 

45. Subito- suddenly; quickly 

46. Tessitura- most widely used range of pitches in a piece of music 

47. *Tranquillo – to perform in a relaxed tempo  

48. Triad- three note chord consisting of the root, third, and fifth 

49. *Vibrato – a rapid fluctuation of pitch slightly higher or lower than the main pitch  

50. Vivace- lively; briskly 
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STUDENT EXAM: SENIOR HIGH FLORIDA ALL STATE 

 

Part 1: Chord Quality Recognition (1 point each)  

 

You will hear each triad played melodically then harmonically. Each example will be played twice. Identify the 

quality of each chord from the choices in the column on the right and mark your answer on your answer sheet. 

 

1. ________ A. Major 

2. ________ B. Minor 

3. ________ C. Augmented 

4. ________ D. Diminished 

5. ________

 

 

Part 2: Interval Recognition (1 point each) 

 

You will hear each interval played melodically then harmonically. Each example will be played twice. Identify 

the interval played and mark the correct answer on your answer sheet. 

(P = perfect, M = major, m = minor)  

 

6. A) M2  B) Tritone C) m6  D) M7 

 

7. A) m2  B) m3  C) P4  D) Unison 

 

8. A) M7  B) M6  C) m3  D) m7 

 

9. A) Tritone B) P5  C) M6  D) m2 

 

10. A) M3  B) P4  C) M2  D) M7

 

 

Part 3: Rhythmic Recognition (1 point each) 

 

Listen as exercises 11 and 12 are played. If the rhythm you hear played for the entire exercise is the same as 

what you see written, mark A on your answer sheet. If it is different, mark B. Each exercise will be played twice. 

 

A = Same  B = Different 
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Part 4: Melodic and Rhythmic Recognition (1 point each) 

 

Listen to the music example written below. (The exercise is written on two lines.) For each measure, identify if 

it is played correctly (choice A) or incorrectly (choice B), and mark the appropriate answer on your answer 

sheet. Pay attention to rhythm and melody. Each measure is a separate answer. The entire example (including 

all measures) will be played twice. 

A = Correct  B = Incorrect 
 

 
 

Part 5: Complete the Measures (1 point each) 

Questions 21 and 22 are incomplete measures. Choose note(s) or rest(s) that complete each measure. 

 

A. 
   

B. 
  

C. 
 

D. 
 

 

A. 
 

B. 
 

C. 
 

D. 
 

 

Part 6: Time (Meter) Signature Recognition (1 point each) 

For exercises 23 and 24, identify the correct time signature. 

 

 

A. 
 

B. 
 

C. 
 

D. 
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A. 
 

B. 
 

C. 
 

D. 
 

Part 7: Key Signature Recognition (1 point each) 

Determine the Major or minor key as instructed. 

 

 
A. C-flat Major 

B. G-flat Major 

C. B-flat Major 

D. A-flat Major 

 

 
A. A Major 

B. C# Major 

C. F# Major 

D. G Major 

 
A. g-flat minor 

B. a-flat minor 

C. f minor 

D. e-flat minor 

 

 
A. c minor 

B. f# minor 

C. a minor 

D. c# minor 

 
A. E-flat Major 

B. B-flat Major 

C. F Major 

D. C Major 

 

 
A. C# Major 

B. E Major 

C. G Major 

D. D Major 

 
A. d minor 

B. f-flat minor 

C. a-flat minor 

D. c minor 

 

 
A. f minor 

B. a# minor 

C. b minor 

D. g minor

  

Part 8: Vocabulary (1 point each) 

Select the correct definition for each vocabulary term. 

 

33. Grandioso 

A. lively; briskly 

B. fast tempo with spirit 

C. grand, majestic 

D. dying away to nothing 
 

34. Strophic 

A. a little more motion  

B. describes a song where the stanzas are all sung to the same music 

C. sweetly, usually also softly 

D. strongly accented; forced 
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STUDENT EXAM: SENIOR HIGH FLORIDA ALL STATE 

 

Part 1: Chord Quality Recognition (1 point each)  

 

You will hear each triad played melodically then harmonically. Each example will be played twice. Identify the 

quality of each chord from the choices in the column on the right and mark your answer on your answer sheet. 

 

1. ________ A. Major 

2. ________ B. Minor 

3. ________ C. Augmented 

4. ________ D. Diminished 

5. ________

 

 

Part 2: Interval Recognition (1 point each) 

 

You will hear each interval played melodically then harmonically. Each example will be played twice. Identify 

the interval played and mark the correct answer on your answer sheet. 

(P = perfect, M = major, m = minor)  

 

6. A) P4  B) m6  C) Tritone D) m7 

 

7. A) P8  B) P5  C) M2  D) P4 

 

8. A) m2  B) Tritone C) m7  D) M7 

 

9. A) M2  B) m2  C) m3  D) M3 

 

10. A) m3  B) M3  C) m6  D) M6

 

 

Part 3: Rhythmic Recognition (1 point each) 

 

Listen as exercises 11 and 12 are played. If the rhythm you hear played for the entire exercise is the same as 

what you see written, mark A on your answer sheet. If it is different, mark B. Each exercise will be played twice. 

 

A = Same  B = Different 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

11. 

12.  
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Part 4: Melodic and Rhythmic Recognition (1 point each) 

 

Listen to the music example written below. (The exercise is written on two lines.) For each measure, identify if 

it is played correctly (choice A) or incorrectly (choice B), and mark the appropriate answer on your answer 

sheet. Pay attention to rhythm and melody. Each measure is a separate answer. The entire example (including 

all measures) will be played twice. 

A = Correct  B = Incorrect 
 

 
 

 

Part 5: Complete the Measures (1 point each) 

Questions 21 and 22 are incomplete measures. Choose note(s) or rest(s) that complete each measure. 

 

A. 
   

B. 
  

C. 
 

D. 
 

 

A. 
 

B. 
 

C. 
 

D. 
 

 

Part 6: Time (Meter) Signature Recognition (1 point each) 

For exercises 23 and 24, identify the correct time signature. 

 

 

A. 
 

B. 
 

C. 
 

D. 
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A. 
 

B. 
 

C. 
 

D. 
 

Part 7: Key Signature Recognition (1 point each) 

Determine the Major or minor key as instructed. 

 

 
A. E Major 

B. D# Major 

C. G# Major 

D. A Major 

 

 
A. F Major 

B. F# Major 

C. E# Major 

D. G# Major 

 
A. g minor 

B. d# minor 

C. c# minor 

D. f minor 

 

 
A. d# minor 

B.  a minor 

C.  b# minor 

D.  e-flat minor 

 
A. D-flat Major 

B. F-flat Major 

C. A-flat Major 

D. C-flat Major 

 

 
A. B-flat Major 

B. E-flat Major 

C. A-flat Major 

D. G-flat Major 

 
A. a-flat minor 

B. b minor 

C. d minor 

D. f minor 

 

 
A. d-flat minor 

B. g minor 

C. g-flat minor 

D. b-flat minor

  

Part 8: Vocabulary (1 point each) 

Select the correct definition for each vocabulary term. 

 

33. Descant 

A. a high obligato part above the melody 

B. “beautiful singing”; an Italian Opera term 

C. a short musical idea or melodic theme, usually shorter than a musical phrase 

D. most widely used range of pitches in a piece of music 
 

34. Sforzando 

A. medium loud 

B. in a singing style; singable 

C. less motion  

D. strongly accented; forced 
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29. 30. 31. 32. 
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FLORIDA VOCAL ASSOCIATION
2005-2006 All-State Musicianship Examination

Senior High School Edition - 9th-12th Grade

2005 Florida Vocal Association

DO NOT WRITE YOUR ANSWERS IN THIS EXAM BOOKLET.
Part I.    MELODIC and RHYTHMIC RECOGNITION (2 points each) Listen to the musical example 
as it is played. The exercise is written on two lines.  Identify any differences you hear in the rhythm 
or melody from what you see in the exercise.  Mark (A) for each correctly played measure or mark 
(B) for each measure that you hear played incorrectly on your answer sheet. You will hear the 
exercise played twice.

Part II.    CHORD QUALITY RECOGNITION (2 points each)   You will hear each chord (triad) played
melodically (one note at a time) and then played harmonically (all the notes at the same time).  Each example 
will be played twice.  For examples 9-13 select the correct answer from the four choices (Major, 
minor, augmented or diminished chord) then mark the letter of your answer on your answer sheet.

 (A) Major chord         (B) minor chord        (C) augmented chord       (D) diminished chord

  9._____                        10. _____                       11. _____                   12. _____                 13._____

THE TEST ADMINSTRATOR WILL READ THIS ALOUD WHILE YOU FOLLOW ALONG SILENTLY: Do not begin this 
exam until told to do so. Follow all written and verbal directions to avoid making mistakes. Your test administrator may 
allow you to mark on this test booklet but, only the answer sheet, not this test booklet, will be graded. Keep your eyes 
on your own exam. It is your responsibility to keep your answers sheet covered so that others cannot copy your answers. 
Follow your test administrator's instructions about what to do after you have completed your exam. You should have 
two sharpened #2 pencils to mark your answers on the answer form. Raise your hand now if you need pencils or have 
questions about any part of these instructions.

Part III.    INTERVAL RECOGNITION (2 points each)    You will hear each interval played melodically 
and then harmonically.  Each interval will be play two times.  Choose the correct answer from the 
four choices given below each interval.  Mark the letter of that answer on your answer sheet. 

P=Perfect        M=Major        m=minor

14. _____                   15. _____                      16. _____                     17. _____                  18. _____

  (A) P5                         (A) m2                             (A) M6                         (A) m3                       (A) M7
       (B) m6                        (B) M3                             (B) m7                         (B) P4                        (B) M6
       (C) P4                         (C) m3                             (C) m6                         (C) M3                       (C) m7
       (D) M6                         (D) P4                             (D) M7                          (D) M2                       (D) P5

5

1
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20.

Part IV.  RHYTHMIC RECOGNITION  (each line is worth 2 points)  Listen as exercises 19-21 are 
played.  If the rhythm you hear played for the entire exercise is the same as what you see written, 
mark (A) on your answer sheet.  If any part of the rhythm you hear for the exercise is different from 
what you see written, mark (B) on your answer sheet.  You will hear each exercise twice.

21.

Part V.   METER  (Time) SIGNATURE RECOGNITION  (each line is worth 2 points)  Study the following 
exercises (22-24) to determine the missing number of the time signature for each example (in the 
blank box         either above or below the number of the time signature given).  Choose the correct 
answer from the choices given below each example.  Mark the letter of your choice on your answer 
sheet.

2
22. _____                   (A) 2      or        (B) 3      or         (C) 4       or        (D) 5

9

23. _____                   (A) 6      or        (B) 7      or         (C) 8       or        (D) 9

4
24. _____                   (A) 4      or        (B) 5      or         (C) 6       or        (D) 7

Page 26



Page 3
FVA 2005-2006

Senior High School
Musicianship Exam

25. _____  Major (A) Ab Major              26. _____  minor (A) Bb minor
(B) Bb Major (B) Gb minor

                                 (C) Db Major                                          (C) Eb  minor
                                 (D) Eb Major                                           (D) Db minor

Part VI.   KEY SIGNATURE RECOGNITION (each answer is worth 2 points)   Study the four key 
signatures (25-32) on the left side of the page.  Determine the Major key and also the relative 
minor key for each key signature. Choose the correct answer from the four possible answers for 
both the Major and the minor key signatures then mark your answers on your answer sheet.

27. _____  Major (A) D Major              28. _____  minor (A) C minor
(B) C Major  (B) F minor

                                 (C) A Major                                            (C) G minor
                                 (D) F Major                                            (D) A minor

29. _____  Major (A) E Major              30. _____  minor (A) Ab minor
(B) D Major   (B) E minor

                                (C) E# Major                                          (C) C# minor
                                (D) F# Major                                          (D) F# minor

31. _____  Major (A) Eb Major            32. _____  minor (A) Gb minor
(B) Bb Major  (B) Bb minor

                               (C) C Major                                              (C) Fb minor
                               (D) F Major                                              (D) G minor
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STUDENT EXAM: SENIOR HIGH FLORIDA ALL STATE 
 
 

PART I: CHORD QUALITY RECOGNITION (2 points each) 

You will hear each triad played melodically and then played harmonically. Each example will be 
played twice. Select the correct answer from the four choices (Major, minor, augmented, or 
diminished triad) then mark the letter of your answer on your answer sheet. 

(A) Major  (B) Minor  (C) Augmented  (D) Diminished 
 

1. _____     2. _____     3. _____     4. _____     5. ______ 

PART 2: INTERVAL RECOGNITION (2 points each) 

You will hear each interval played melodically and then harmonically. Each interval will be played 
two times.  Choose the correct answer from the four choices given for each example. Mark the letter 
of that answer on your answer sheet.   P=Perfect        M=Major        m=minor 

6. (A) m2  7. (A) Unison 8. (A) M7   9. (A) M3   10. (A) m6 
(B) m3       (B) P4       (B) Tritone      (B) P8               (B) M7 
(C) M6      (C) P5      (C) m7          (C) m2           (C) Tritone 
(D) Tritone     (D) P8          (D) M2         (D) m3            (D) P5 

PART 3: MELODIC AND RHYTHMIC RECOGNITION (2 points each) 

Listen to the musical example as it is played. The exercise is written on two lines. You are to identify 
any differences you hear in the rhythm or melody from what you see written in the exercise. Each 
measure is a separate answer. Mark (A) for each correctly played measure or mark (B) for each 
incorrect measure you hear. You will hear the entire exercise played twice. 
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PART 4: RHYTHMIC RECOGNITION (each line is worth 2 points) 

Listen as exercises 19 and 20 are played. If the rhythm you hear played for the entire exercise is the 
same as what you see written, mark A on your answer sheet. If it is different, mark B. 

19. A= same  B = different 

 

20. A = same  B = different 

 

PART 5: COMPLETE THE MEASURES (each measure is worth 2 points) 

Question 21 and 22 are incomplete measures. Choose note(s) or rest(s) that complete the measure. 

21.        22. 

     

(A)  (B)  (C)  (D)         (A)   (B)   (C)    (D)  

PART 6: TIME (meter) SIGNATURE RECOGNITION (each line is worth 2 points) 

Study exercises 23 and 24 to determine the missing number of the time signature for each example.  
Choose the correct answer from the choices given below. 

23.
 

(A) 5  (B) 6   (C) 3  (D) 7  

24.

(A) 1   (B) 8   (C) 4  (D) 2 
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PART 7: KEY SIGNATURE RECOGNITION (each answer is worth 2 points) 

Determine the Major or minor key as instructed. Choose the correct answer from the four possible 
answers. 

 

PART 8: VOCABULARY (each answer is worth 2 points) 

Choose the correct definition from the list of four possible answers, and mark on your 
answer sheet. 

33. Opus
(A)  
(B) sharps or flats at the beginning of each staff to indicate which pitches 

are to be raised or lowered from their natural state during the piece 
 

(D) fast tempo with spirit 

34. Half-Step 
(A) a semi-tone.  There are 12 of these in an octave. 
(B) suddenly, quickly  
(C) continue to perform in a similar manner 
(D) music that lacks a tonal center; absence of key 

Page 45



Page 46



Page 47



Page 48



Page 49



Page 50



Page 51



Page 52



Page 53



Page 54



Page 55



Page 56



Page 57



Page 58



Page 59



Page 60



Page 61



Page 62



Page 63



Page 64



Page 65



Page 66



Page 67



Page 68


